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FROM THE EDITOR . . .

Report from San Francisco

I had not becn to Sltn |rancisco for sevcral ycars, but nry memories of earlier visits filled me with pleasant

anticipation as the ACS nutional mccting approachcd. I must relrcrt, howcvcr, that thc continuing economic decline of

Amcrican cities has also all.cctcd this onc. Most <tf the mcetings wcre at downtown hotels, and walking from one to another,

onc could not help but noticc thc largc numbcr of strcct pcople, the ck)sed and empty stores (including a large Woolworth's

going out of busincss), and thc prcscncc just off llnion Scluarc of stores that would not look out of place on 42nd Street in

my native Ncw York. I t 's ccrtainly t imc for a change.
'lhe 

ACS mecting irsclf, though, offcrcd thc usual mx of activities, and sessions appeared to be very well attended.
'l'hc 

biggest battle was over a "govcrnance rcstructuring" pretition. This one would have eliminated the Council Committee

on I'rofcssional Rclations, thc Joint lloard-Council Committee on Economic Status, the Board Committee on Professional

and Mcmbcr Relations, zrnd a coordinating committee, PROI'I'ACC, and replaced them all with a ls-member Society
comntittcc. All four of thc aflcctcd comn]ittees votcd to opfx)se the restructuring petition, and there was much discussion

at (louncilor caucuscs. l)roponcnts argucd that this was a move toward greater efficiency, but the Budget and Finance
(lonrnrittce had dctcrmincd that thcrc uould bc only a ntinor cffect on Society finances (positive or negaivel). Opponents

argued that oplrcrtunit ics l i rr  C]ouncikrrs to se ne as conrnri t tcc nremb,ers would tre reduced; that Counci l  inf luence would

bc rcduccd (bccausc thc ncw colr]r lr i t tcc would hlvc up to two I loard mcmbcrs on i t ,  and several members, as with othcr

Str icty committecs, would not huvc to bc cithcr ( i tunci lclrs or l-Joard Menbcrs); that the present system works well  (although

PIIOPPACC could bc e l inr inltccl).  In thc cnd, thc pcti t ion did not gct the requircd two-thirds vote and fai lcd.

Ajtcr such l ivcly clcblrtc, i t  u'as intcrcst ing that dues wcre not de bated at al l .  The escalator would have permitted

Ir four dollar incrcasc for ncxt 1'cur, but bccausc of somc uncxpected rcvcnucs last year, and in recognition of the effects of
thc rcccssion on our mcnrbe rship, I3udget and |inance recommendcd a raise of only two dollars, which was approved.

For me, pcrsonally, onc of the nrost intcrcsting activitics were the meetings of the Committee on Project SEED.

As you know, Project Stll:l) is the Socicty's prcrnicre social action program, providing a summer educational experience for

cconomiclr l ly disadvant:rged high schrxrl  kids. I  hud bccn appointed chairman of thc committee this year, and i t  is most
gratilying to be a part of such a valuable progrant. In fact, the program was begun by a vote of the Council in San Francisco
2-1 ycars ago, and this yelrr frtr thc llrst timc (as a dircct rcsult of the generosity of the Bader Family), there will be a second
summcrprogramava i lab le  l i r rsonrco f thcs tudcnts .  I ' ro jcc tSEE.Disaverywor thwh i leac t iv i t yo f theACS,oneofwh ich
al l  of us can be quite prouci,  and I urge al l  of you tcl  consider contr ibuting.

lllection Results

For the record, thc following wcre choscn in the last DPR election, and currently serve on the Executive C-ommittee:
Raquet Diaz-Spraguc, Clninnan-elect
Ann Nallcy, Secretoty
Bela Buslig, Councilor
Margil Wadlcy, Alternate Councilor
Grace Borowitz, ltI c tn b e r- at - I arge
Seymour Patinkin, lvfetnber-at-large
Atilla Pavlath, Me tnber- at- large

-- Dennis Chanrol



The following talk was presented at the DPR syntposium, "Professional Developntent of Foreign-Born Chenical
Scientists" (Co-sponsored by the Chinese-American Chenical Society), hetd in San Francisco, April 7, 1992. It
is a bit of a change of pace front our usual articles. Dr. Eliel offers sonrc interesting obsen,ations, and I hope you
enjoy the piece -- Ed.

A WESTERN EUROPEAN EXPERIENCE FROM YEARS PAST

Ernest L. Eliel, President
American Chemical Societv

Whcn Tom Kucera organizcd this syntposiunt, hc
evidcntly noted thc fact thut thc prcsidcnt ol thc Socicty was
hinrsclf  an imntigrant and so hc askcd ntc to bc onc of the
spcakcrs. My f irst thought was to givc a purcly anccdotal
talk and to start by saying, " ' l 'his country is obviously st i l l  l
land of unl imitcd opportunit ies wherc an intnt ignrnt ci .rn
cvcn bcconte prcsident of thc largcst scicnti l lc socicty". 

' l 'his

statcment, whilc true, is clcarly not sufl lcicnt l i t r  thc purp<tsc
of this symposiunt.

I  have anothcr prohlcnt. My tulk is, for lwo
rcasons, barcly rclevant. 

' [ 'hc 
l l rst rcas<tn is that while sincc

thc beginning of this coulttry, and certuinly sincc thc turn ol '
thc century and unti l  al . ter Wrtr ld War II ,  ntost inrrnignrnrs
canrc fronr Europc, inclucl ing Westcrn I iuntpc, thc situatiot.r
has changcd drastical ly in thc last two dccuclcs. Most
inl l igrants now comc frorn Asia lrnd (espccial ly i l '  i l lcgul
inrnrigrat ion is factorcd in) lntnt ( lcntral ancl South
Amcrica. 

' l 'his 
si tuation ntay changc lrgain in thc prcscnt

dccadc, of course -- since travcl rcstr ict ions in I lastcrn
llurope havc now bccrr liliccl with thc clcnrisc ol'
communism, we may expcct substantial inrnt igri t t ion l iorn
that part ol the world.

A rclatcd problcrl  l i t r  ntc is thi l t  I  lel t  ( icnl lnl '5J
years ago and arr ived hcrc . l(r  years i lgo. You ntight uorrclcr
why l t  took ntc cight ycars to nl lrke i t  tO thc Ljnitcd Slalcs
from (iermany. 'lhe 

dislocations of World War II certainly
had much to  do  w i th  tha t  - -  I  spcn l  two o l  thc  iu tc rve  n ing
ycars in Scotland, onc as aln intcrncc in ( lunada and l lvc as
a student in I lavana, Cuba.

But therc was ax)ther reason, parnful ly cvidcnt
from the immigration stat ist ics. ' l 'hc 

l9: l0s -- a t tntc whcn
many refugees wanted to l lcc that part of l iuropc which was
under I ' I i t ler 's dictatorship -- saw the lowesr number of
immigrants to the t lni ted Statcs ever. Quota restr ict ions
trapped many of thesc potentitrl rcfugces in Europe whe rc
they were eventual ly cruel ly nturdercd. I t tr tunately I
escaped that fate, but i t  is truc that the quota nunrber lbr
which I registered at the U.S. Consulare rn Germany in 1937
was not cal led up for processing unti l  1940, nearly three
years later.

Lct nrc gct back to the qucstion Ol rclcvance. I
bc l i cvc  therc  g , l t s  n luch  nr r t rc  d i l l c rencc  bc t *ccn  Wcstc rn
I iu ropc  and rhc  Un i tcd  Starcs  50  1 'cars  ago than thcrc  l s
now. Whcrc i t  now takcs sevcn hours to f ly to l luropc. thcn
it trxrk scven dlN,s t0 gO bY boal. A phonc ctr l l  cost tcn
t imcs  as  nruch us  r t  docs  nr tu ' in  l rc tuu l  do l l l r rs ,  lnd  prohub ly
nrore thlrn .50 t intcs us ntuch rn inl l l r t ion-adjustcd dit l lars.
' l  

hc  s te  ady  t ru l - l l c  o f  I lu rope an  s tuc le  n ts  to  thc  I  In i tcd  Stu tcs
was thcn  s t i l l  a  smul l  t r i ck lc ,  a l rhough - -  und th is  l s
somcthing I l ind vcry disconccrt ing -- thc nuntbcr of '
stuclcnts going to l . iuropc has prohubll '  not incrcuscd grcatly
in thcsc -50 ycurs. I ' � robabli ,  thc ntaj i tr  vchicle o1' cultural
crchirngc in prc-Wrtr lcl  Wirr I l  duvs rvcrc thc ntovics, i tnd
IJol l i rvood ol ' te n proviclcd a distrtr tccl picture ; thcrc was no
tclcvrslorl ,  r) l 'cr>ursc. and rto sute l l t tcs, ultd short-wavc radio
drd  no t  adcc lu l tc ly  spun thc  A t lun t ic .

Wcll ,  what thcn wcrc nty inrprcssions whcn I cantc
to thc []Sn in 194(r and what cl icl  I  havc lo do to udjust ' /
' l 'hc 

l l rst thing that struck rrc wils thc cnorntous lr icndl incss
and hclpl.ulncss of alntost cveryonc I nrct.  In 1946 thcrc
was l  lkxtd of rcturning vctcnlns who u'crc sel to go to
co l l cgc  w i th  rhc  he lp  o l ' rhc  ( i l  l l i l l ,  r vh ich  pa id  l i r r  rhc i r
tu i t ion  and l i v ing  cxpenscs . ' l ' hus  Ohantp l r ign- l ) rbuna,
whcrc  I  rv i rs  go in !  to  ln rc lu l r tc  schrx t l  a t  thc  [ . ]n ivc rs i t \ ' o t '
I lhnois. *us grcul lv ovcrcrixvclcci.  

' l 'hc 
on11, uay' to lrnd ir

r(x) lr  \r 'as to knock on drxrrs and irsk. 
' l  

his ide a terr i l lcd mc
at first -- in l-.urope this would have bcen considered an
invirsion ol 'pr ivucry. I lut in I l l inois, cver) 'or le I  tulkcd to w,as
kind and support lvc and very srxrn I had l i tund a rrxtm.

' lhc 
sccond obscrvation, t i tr  one w'ho had alrcady

l ivcd in an l ingl ish-spcaking counrry and ntanagcd thc
languagc quite wcl l ,  was that thc obvrous sint i lar i ty bctwecn
thc Ll.S. and Wcstcrn l lurope cun bc dcccprive. 

' lhcre 
are

in lhct somc important dif lcrcnccs rvhich i t  is well  to keep in
mind.

- l 'hc 
two slogans we had lcarned about thc Unitcd

Statcs wcre, " ' l ' inre is ntoncy," and, "Keep smil ing." Thc
importance of the t lrst onc bccame obvious only with t imc,
but that of the second was in'rrnediate. Snti lcs are ntorc
important in the U.S. than they are in Wcstern E.urope;



being perceived as a "sourpuss" here is onc strike (or maybe
two str ikes) against one.

Which reminds me that sports in America, as in
Europe, are very important, but the terminology is dif ferent
since it derives fronr baseball and football (and nowadays
also from baskctball) and not from soccer or field hockey
(or i f  you come front thc Unitcd Kingdom, as I did, cr icket
or rugby).

Anrericans (with thc possiblc cxccption of Ncw
Yorkers) arc lcss ovcrt ly cr i t ical than l luropcans oftcn arc.
Onc docs not complain ab<tut tr ivia here; i t  ls bcst not to
spcak up unlcss a situation is rcal ly bad. And, <tf course, the
languagc i tsclf  is dif fercnt f  rom whar i t  is in the L. l .K.: the
bonnct of a car is cal lcd thc hood and the boot is cal le d thc
trunk; a l i f t  is an elcvator, ctc. On thc other hand, unl ike
Europcans, Amcricans l ikc l i trcign acccnls in their languagc
unlcss t ircy arc so strong ls to becontc unlnte l l lgiblc. So l l '
you come lronr forcign lunds, don't  spcncl too much t inrc
emulating thc cxact pronunciat ion ol 'your hosts, cspccial ly
slnce that varics quitc a bit  in dif fcrent parts ol ' thc country.

Whcn I came to this country in l9. l(r ,  <tne Of thc
str iking fcatures rchtcd to thc honcstv ol.  the pcoplc. Wc
uscd not to lock our cars or cven our h<tntcs. I lusincss wus
ol-tcn donc with a handshakc rathcr than rvith u contract. I
fcur thrs may no longcr bc thc casc, but thc lcvcl of trust in
this country is probably st i l l  highcr rhan in ntosr othcr parts
ol.  thc world.

Antcrrcans arc lcss l i trntal than Wcstcrn
Irunrpclrns :rnd onc should bc citrcl 'ul  not to ovcrdrcss rn
this countn',  cspccial iy rrhct-t  thc occltsion rs soci lr l  and
inforr lul.  r \nrcricuns arc also lcss l ikclV thlrn l . .urttpeans to
takc thenrsclvcs vcn'scriousl l '  (pcrhaps I should suY lhey urc
lcss  l i kch ' to  bc  po l lpous ' / )  und n torc  p ronc  ro  luugh u t
thcmsclvcs. I  Ir 'xvcvcr, our huntrtr le nds ro oe
uncrxrpl icatcd. 

' lhc 
witt incss of the I:ngl ish and the

sarcasm ol-thc (]crntans and Irrcnch do not qo ovcr wcl l  in
this country.

\1ost r\ntcricans urc gcitcrous r i i t i -r  trr trc i i r- td
money, but i t  is wcl l  not to takc rhis l i t r  grantcd. ' lhcre 

is
lots of voluntary giving to charitable causes here, much

more so than in Europe, and while one's giving must be
governed by one's means and one's interest in the cause at
hand, it is not good form always to refuse to give; being
considered stingy and picayune is probably even worse in
this country than it is elsewhere. It is also amazing to the
immigrant how much time Americans spend on volunteer
activities on behalf of a variety of causes ranging from
charitable to political. Participation in such causes is not
mandatory, but it is well regarded, especially in smaller
communities, and it is a way to make friends. By the same
tokcn, unless you are a determined agnostic, you nray wish
to affiliate with a church or synagogue of your choosing;
fr icndships and useful contacts may result.

Which reminds me that the word "friend" has a
diflcrent nreaning here from what it has in Western Europc.
It is more like what we would have called in the old country
a "closc acquaintance". It is customary to call each other by
llrst name hcre after having seen each other only once or
twicc; some peoplc even start first naming from the moment
of introduction. Ily thc same token, once you have
cxchanged two lcttcrs with the sanle correspondent, yctu sign
it  u, i th your f lrst namc and you wil l  then bc addressed with
vour l l rst nanre in the next exchange. I  could go on, but
this is not supposcd to bc a primcr on Antcrican et iqucttc.

You havc probably hcard cnough about jobs and
cducation in the course of this symposiunt. But let be
emphasize again the recipe to gct ahcad is to wurk hard, to
be l lcxiblc and enterprising, to be invcntive, and, above al l ,
to gct along. " ' l 'cam play", as i t  is cal led, is vcry important
in thc Unitcd Statcs. I f  you arc kxrking for a1ob, and i f  you
lurc u rr'rcnrbcr of the ACS, there arc various forms of help
thlrt  A(lS can givc you -- ranging from job-wanted-ads in
C&E News (which arc frcc i f  you arc une ntploycd) to the
Iinrpkl 'mcnt Olcannghouscs at national and regional
nrcct lngs. I  hopc we shal l  bc ablc to hclp y<tu; I  real ize that
a l i rrcign profcssional is at sontcwhut of I  disadvantage in
thc labor markct for having had expcricnce in another
country which most potential entpktycrs here cannot easily

;udge.

I havc livcd in this country since 19.16; it has
provided great opportunities for me. I love it deeply. I
hope thosc of you who have come to our shores recently will
have the same goord experience.

DPR Membership Application

I  am a nrcnrbcr of the American Chcnrical Socie ty.
F.nckrscd is S.1 to cover ducs through Dcccmbcr 31, 1992.

Signaturc

Prrnted Name
ACS mcmbership number ( i f  known)

Mail to:
Raquel Diaz-Sprague
Technical Support Inc.
234 Oakland Park Avenue
Columbus. OH 432L4-4L22

Addrcss (As it appears on my C&EN mailing label)
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BOOK REVIEW

"From (laveman to Chcntist,
pagcs plus cxtensivc inclcx.
( lhemical Socicty, 1991. I)

s24.95.

" by IIugh W. Salzbcrg. 2(r9
I ' �ubl ishcd by lhc ., \nlcr ican

apcrback, Sl, l .95; hlrrdbltck

Lct me not bcat arout]d thc bush. 
' l 'his ts a

lascinating, wcl l  wri t tcn, cnjoyablc book. Ambit ious, too.
' l i )  

quotc thc blurb, "Salzbcrg cxantincs the culturl t l  and

poli t ical inl lucnccs on the idcas of chenrists. I  Ie l i l l l t l rvs

thc cvolution of chcrttistry l-ronl thc Stttnc Age bc,qinnings

ol-ccnrnrics and nlctal lurgy thrttugh thc r isc i t trd clccltne

of ulchcnry, to thc culnt inution tt l 'c l l tssicl t l  chcntlstrv in thc

la lc  l9 th  ccn tury  (cn tph l rs is  l rc ldec l ) . "
' lhe 

trrst 150 pagcs brings us only to thc ) 'ei lr
1500, ancl thosc chltptcrs arc f i l lcd with intcrcst ing

discussion ar.rd t l tscinlrt ing t idbits (did you kui l*.  l i l r

cxamplc, that the mttdcrn ( lhincsc euphemism l i tr  suicidc

is to "drink gold" ' l  Chincsc alchcmists spcnt ccl l tur lcs

looking for thc cl lxir  of l i f -c, bel ieving i t  t t t  bc a stt lut ion t l f

gold. Uncounted pcoplc dicd aftcr drinking a vlr icty of

gold colorcd-l iquids).
' lhe 

renraindcr <lf  the butk takes thc rcader

through a nccessari ly brief,  but highly lucid account t l f  the

beginnings of modern chcmistry, ending art lund 1900.
' fhe 

modern scicnce is f i rmly cstabl ishcd, much htts bccn

accomplished, and the quantum revolut ion is just around

the corner. One f inishes the book hoping that Salzberg

is working on a sequel.
I strongty recon'lmend this book to anyone

looking for a readable survey of the history of our

profession. It would also make a great gift for anyone

interested in the history of science.

TIENRY HIT,L AWARD

' I ' l t i s  
y ca r ' s  l l cnn  l l i l l  A r ra rd  \ \ i l s  l ) r c sc l l l cd ; t t  t l l e

S:rn I i r :urc isco ntcct ing to 
' fhonras l f i lz^s inrnrons.  Tonl .

currenl l \ '  : r  Svslcnt  ( l l tcmist  lv i th l l : ts in l l lcctr ic  I )orvcr
( . ' txrpcr : r l i lc  in I l isnl r rck.  Nctr th I ) l tk t l l l r .  * : ts  t l le  pr inrc nrr lvcr

in the c l l i r r t  lo  cst lh l ish thc [ ) iv is i ( )n ot  I ) rofessional  I i 'c lat ions.

Al tcr  thc I ) iv is ion was approved at  thc Apr i l .  1972. Counci l

mcet ing.  l 'om scrved as f i rs t  ch:r i rmlrn,  and prcsidcd over lhc

f i rs t  [ ) l ' l {  svmposium, prcscntcd in Ncr l  York in the fa l l  of

1972.
' l 'onr  

noted that  the idca for  a d iv is ion of  prolessional

rclations camc from his cxpericnccs in observing a mass layoff

of  chcmists f i rs t  hand. 
" l  won t  go into a l l  thc cf for ts to gct

DPl l  undenvav,  but  i t  $as a lot  of  cf for t ,  : rnd sonlet lmes l t

secms l ikc a l l  I  d id rvas ta lk on the te lephonc wi th Norm

Pinkorvski .  Mike Linf ie ld and Dcnnis Chamot."

As 
'fom 

wrotc in the first issue of the PR Bulletin,
"'l 'he Division is in existence to forcefully and clearly bring

mcmber concerns on professional relations malters to the

at tenl ion of  ACS of f icers,  Counci lors and staf f . "  
' Ihat  

is  just  as

true on the twcntieth anniversary of 
'l 'om's 

achievcment.
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