won awards for their achievements
at the Junior Science Fair to hear
Dr. Linus Pauling, past president of
the American Chemical Society, who
spoke simply, eloquently, on the con-
tributions of chemistry to human
welfare “from nylons to antibiotics.”
A meeting much lauded by the news-
papers, it was a photographer’s field
day with flash bulbs bursting—Iliter-
ally—in the hall.

Pittsburgh had been one of the
first cities where no restrictions were
placed upon the admission of women
to laboratory classes (Professor
Phillips had seen to that in 1892)
and now, in the spring of 1949, with
much credit to Dr. Earl K. Wallace,
a chapter of student affiliates at the
Pennsylvania College for Women
was granted a charter by the ACS
and 100% of the young ladies eli-
gible signed up.

But even Dr. Phillips might have
been surprised to learn that there
were enough women in professional
chemistry in Pittsburgh to hold their
own sessions in the Section and be
addressed by their own number, such
as Dr. Mary Lynch Bailey of the
University of Pittsburgh's Virus Re-
search Laboratory.

Awards continued. At a meeting
of the Pittsburgh Section, October
20, 1949, the City of Philadelphia
awarded Dr. Charles G. King, now
Scientific Director of the Nutrition
Foundation, the John Scott Award
for his isolation and identification of
Vitamin C (a prize of $1000 and
a copper medal previously accorded
Mme. Curie, Sir Frederick Banting,
Sir Alexander Fleming and Irving
Langmuir).

In 1949 the Pittsburgh Award
went to H. V. Churchill, chief of the
Analytical Division, Aluminum Re-
search Laboratories, who devoted 30
years to making aluminum the best-
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analyzed of all industrial metals.
Churchill was the pioneer adopter
of spectrography for the quantitative
analysis of aluminum, an innovation
that permitted the aluminum indus-
try in World War II to meet the
500% increase in production de-
mands made on it. In one year spec-
trographs made some 6,000,000 de-
terminations in the aluminum lab-
oratories. (A versatile man, Harry
has been interested in everything
from the design of ham boilers to
inhibited shaving cream!)

In 1949, too, the newspapers ac-
corded their own form of tribute to
Koppers research head Dr. G. Frank
D'Alelio by quoting his predictions
of eight years previous that “some
day people will wear clothing made
of chemicals”; men's nylon shirts
were now in all the department
stores.

The Pittsburgh Conference

The week of February 15, 1950,
saw the first Pittsburgh Conference
on Analytical Chemistry and Applied
Spectroscopy, a merger of confer-
ences previously held separately by
the Pittsburgh Section and the Spec-
troscopy Society of Pittsburgh.

Although both meetings had al-
ways been well attended, the joint
conference, combined with an ex-
position of the newest in analytical
and spectroscopic instrumentation,
helped focus attention on Pittsburgh
as the world center of analytical
chemistry. To hear papers by the
men whose analyses guide the area's
vast aluminum, coal, oil, food, chem-
icals, glass, iron, steel and ceramics
industries, came some 300 top scien-
tists from all parts of the United
States and Canada, while 1200 at-
tended the exposition.

By 1953, the Conference and ac-
companying Exposition had mush-



PITTSBURGH SECTION made the first attempt to join the chemist with the public

that enjoys the fruits of his labers when it had an open house at its “Kilavea
velecana” lecture in 1913, Never dreamed of this coming te pass, though—Waestern
Pennsylvanians waiting in S-block lines to meet the men in the laboratery,

roomed into a five-day session, the
largest scientific meeting in the City's
year, with as many scientists as at-
tended the entire first Conference
now sitting in on a Symposium on
X-Ray Fluorescence (the nation's
first).

The connection of the two fields
{analytical chemistry and spectros-
copy) was revealed in a poem that
a steel chemist (like Lot’s wife, look-
ing back to the Section’s earlier
glories) sent to the Section, two
stanzas of which go . ..

They are becoming critical

Of chemists analytical

(Some think it is political).
But I maintain

It would be hasty to assume

The analytical chemist's doom

Is zealed. He has no cause to fume
Or to complain.

Some people think the spectrograph

Will write the chemist’s epitaph.

Such hooey either makes me laugh
Or want to fight.

For results of spectrography

Must be confirmed by chemistry.

Without it how the heck can we
Be sure they're right?

Books were in the news again,
summer of 1950, when Chairman-
elect Edmund O. Rhodes journeyed
to Germany to visit the University
of Gottingen on behalf of the Pitts-
burgh Section and the CARE-UNESCO
Book Fund Committee, where he
presented the Library with funds
for replacing some of the 250,000
technical books lost by the Universi-
ty's world-famous library during the
war. Later, an illuminated scroll was
to arrive in Pittsburgh: “To the
Pittsburgh Section of the American
Chemical Society . . . All Germans
of honest hearts are dedicating this
work as a Monument of Gratitude.”

The Pittsburgh Award in 1950
went to Dr. William A. Hamor
“chemist, research manager and au-
thor,” in his early days closely identi-
fied with shale-oil and petroleum de-
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