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The First Pittsburgh Award

“Recognizing its leadership in chemical
affairs in the community, the Pittsburgh
Section of the American Chemical Society
herewith establishes the presentation of the
Pittsburgh Award. This Award symbolizes
the honor and appreciation accorded to
those who rendered  distinguished
service to chemistry in this area”

The year: 1933. The recipient:
Dr. Hall, the Bureau of Mines chem-
ist who became the world’s foremost
authority on industrial and domestic
water-conditioning simply by shak-
ing his head when the experts of
1922 solemnly proclaimed that boil-
er scale was formed by sludge bak-
ing into the boiler surfaces.

Instead, Hall started the first lab-
egratory investigation to find out how
and why scale actually did form. His
“calgon” (vitreous calcium phos-
phate) was to be named “chemical
of the year.”

1933 saw three internationally fa-
mous German scientists in the Sec-
tion as they joined the staff of Car-
negie Tech: Professor Otto Stern,
pupil of Einstein, who developed the
use of molecular beams in elucidat-
ing atomic structures; his assistant,
Professor 1. Estermann; and the fuels
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expert Ernst Berl. Of this last, it was
said that "“new information drops in
floods from simply knowing him”
and ACS members would frequently
call on him after his day's work.

In 1934 the Pittsburgh Award

went to Charles Edward Nesbitt,
chief chemist of the Edgar Thomson
works of Carnegie Steel, “who util-
ized his knowledge of the chemistry
of iron and steel to formulate and
standardize laboratory procedures
for the entire industry.”

This pioneer in the application of
spectral analysis to steel laboratories
shepherded the finances of the Sec-
tion from the lean days of 1915 until
1933, when the books of the Section
(if not of the nation) were safely
in the black.

His efforts, like those of R. W.
Bridges, who served as secretary from
1931 until his death in 1946, and the
CruciBLE's pappa, John O'Connor,
show the strange attachment that
men were to feel for the Section.
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1933
RALPH E. HALL
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1934 1936 1936
CHARLES E. NESBITT ANDREW W. MELLON RICHARD B. MELLON

1937 1938 1939
FRANCIS C. FRARY GEORGE H. CLAPP EDWARD R. WEIDLEIN

1940 1941 1942
ALEXANDER SILVERMAN WEBSTER N. JONES CHARLES G. KING
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LEONARD H. CRETCHER JOHN C. WARNER WILLIAM P. YANT

1947 1948 1949
CHESTER G. FISHER HENRY H. STORCH HARRY V. CHURCHILL

1950 1951 1952
WILLIAM A. HAMOR WILLIAM A. GRUSE HOMER H. LOWRY




In May of 1935 the Section troop-
ed over to the Carnegie Tech Drama
School to see that controversial drama
“Liliom” ({on which the Rodgers and
Hammerstein musical “Carousel”
was later to be based). THE Cruci-
BLE noted with dignity (this was
before the advent of The Grapes of
Wrath and From Here to Eternity):
“The presentation was expurgated,
and hence the careless and wholly
unnecessary indecencies of language
and gesture were gone , . ."

In December of that year, 250
chemists turned out in a wintry blast
to hear the Bureau of Standards’
Dr. G. E. F. Lundell speak on the
importance of the analytical chem-
ist (“He must now be prepared to
handle almost every element in the
periodic system . . . the old cherished
methods of separation are often pain-
fully inadequate . . .")

Thirteen years lafer, the Section
would found an annual symposium
that would draw analysts to Pifts-
burgh from all over America and
even abroad,

In Division There Is Strength

By 1936 the Section had grown
in size far beyond its founders' orig-
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COVER BOY—one of Analytical’s first picture
covers featured J. R. Churchill, “one of the
leaders of the new analytical revelution,” fa-
mous son of a famous father. Other sscond-
generation Sectioneers: Gilbert Thiessen, son of
Reinhardt, who was a world awthority on coal;
Philip Maury McKenna, son of the Section’s firsi
chairman, Alexander G.; and Edward Weidlein, Jr.

inal hopes . . . and to recapture some
of the early work-a-day sessions for
members in the same fields, it sanc-
tioned the first formation of Divi-
sions: “A", Analytical and Industrial;
“B", Biological and Organic (at
whose first meeting Dr. George D.
Beal made an important attack on
the bugaboos and misinformation re-
garding aluminum and food); “C",
Physical and Inorganic; and, a few
vears later, “D", Chemical Educa-
tion.

From September 7 to 11, 1936,
the American Chemical Society again
came to town, in what, the Section
was later informed, “was one of the
most successful meetings held.” At
least part of the average delegate's
time must have been consumed read-
ing the magnificent 108-page issue
of THE CRUCIBLE awaiting them, in
which a chemist from each charac-
teristic industry in the area turned
historian for the day and pictured
his plant’s work.

An unforgettable amalgam of sig-
nificant technological events and the
warm homey friendliness peculiar to
the Pittsburgh Section was this na-
tional meeting,. Here Thomas Midge-
ley, with a roar and a bang, demon-
strated how something called “tetra-
ethyllead” would eliminate the knock
in an automobile engine, and 2500
chemists sat down to dinner on the
lawn of Carnegie Tech, after which
they watched a Tech Drama Depart-
ment three-acter under the stars.

1936 saw, too, the unanimous de-
cision to confer the year's Pittsburgh
Award on Andrew Mellon and his
brother, the late Richard Mellon,







