FAMILIAR SIGHT te many chemists in 1912 was the recoption room-&-office of
Mallen Institute. The custom was for each new Fellow to hang up his pennant,

Roy Hunt had started in a 24-by-70-
foot shed on Smallman Street, dis-
cuss “Aluminum in Engineering”
{what did they make of Blough's
prediction that “one day you'll see
aluminum buildings rise up from the
streets”? )

Through the years, coal and min-
ing and the thermochemistry of ex-
plosives also held the interest of the
Section, and on May 19, 1910, it felt
justified in dispatching a document
to William Howard Taft, President
of the United States, pointing out

“That the Pittsburgh Section, American
Chemical Society, recognizing the ability
shown by Dr. Joseph A. Holmes of the
technological branch of the United States
Geological Survey as a practical chemist,
and being familiar with his able work as a
chief engineer of the Government Testing
Station at Pittsburgh do

Hereby unanimously endorse him for
appointment to the directorship of the
newly created United States Bureau of
Mines,”

Next meeting they reaffirmed the
resolution and urged the President
to act at once. He did.

R.K.D. Meets the Section

By 1911, still other institutions
were joining the iron and steel lab-
oratories as centers of research, and
an enthusiastic address on “Industrial
Fellowships” was given the Section
by young Robert Kennedy Duncan,
Professor of Industrial Chemistry
and Director of Chemical Research
at the University of Pittsburgh and
the University of Kansas, from whose
work the world-famous Mellon In-
stitute of Industrial Research would
come,

One of Dr. Duncan's pioneer fel-
lows at the then “Industrial Research
Laboratory of the University of
Pittsburgh,” Dr. Henry A. Kohman
(a chemist who could tell his wife
he'd spent a hot day over a kitchen
stove, too) spoke on his unique work
with salt-rising bread,
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In September of 1912, the first
scheduled meeting was called off as
the members rushed about after lab-
oratory hours to prepare for the im-
pending wvisit of the Eighth Interna-
tional Congress of Applied Chem-
istry; everything came off splendidly.

And early in the following wear,
the public got its first chance to
meet with the chemists, when the
Section invited everyone to hear Dr.
Arthur L. Day, Director of the Geo-
physical Laboratory of Washington's
Carnegie Institution, talk on the

R.K.D.—he burned with a gem-like flame.

“Chemistry of Kilauea,” the Hawaiian
volcano, in the large lecture hall of
Carnegie Institute in Oakland.

An earnest young student of Dr.
Duncan’s, one Edward R. Weidlein,
came by train from Kansas to give
his first paper before the Section:
his work on the preparation of adren-
alin from the suprarenal glands of
whales. This was in January, 1914,
In February, at the age of 46, tire-
less Dr. Robert Kennedy Duncan,
“one of the Section's best known and
most respected members, a worker
whose broad vision of industrial re-
search has greatly advanced the ap-
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plication of chemistry,” was dead.

For five days in March of 1914,
Pittsburgh chemists had a field day
listening to the great Dr. Wolfgang
Ostwald of Leipzig talk on colloid
chemistry to joint meetings of the
Section and the Mellon Institute
staff.

But the horizons were already
dimming . .. and on June 28, 1914,
an Austrian archduke, Francis Ferdi-
nand, and his wife, Sophie, were mur-
dered in the cobbled streets of Sara-
Jjevo.

In September we find the Section
voting to send a circular to all manu-
facturers in the area, offering “imme-
diate assistance in overcoming the
difficulties arising from the stoppage
of chemical imports brought on by
the War in Europe.”

The first of the many wartime
meetings of the Section began: on
December 17, 1914, Dr. Harold Hib-
bert spoke on the freezing of nitro-
glycerine and its detonation by
shock, and even, at the group’s in-
sistence, performed experiments on
the same!

One interesting little bit of Seec-
tion business took place at this time.
Caught by the rising prices, the Sec-
tion had begun to print an advertise-
ment on the back of its monthly
announcement. This permitted it to
issue a four-page leaflet instead of
the usual postal card. At the January
1915 meeting, one Founding Father
vigorously protested this, observing
that “such a method of securing
funds to meet the expenses of the
Section is unnecessary and undigni-
fied.” The Section wvetoed his wveto,
however, it being the opinion of the
group that advertising in the United
States “was probably here to stay..."

A Rally for Priestley

On October 21, 1915, Professor
Phillips sounded another of his calls






