S.O.L.A.R. - 2006 Survey : Kentucky Lake

American Chemical Society

Form: Part Il - Annual Narrative Report Optional for EZ Submission
Organization: Kentucky Lake
Year: 2006

A. Activities

Please describe and rank up to ten of your section's activities during 2006. Provide (a) the title of the activity,
(b) a one paragraph description of the activity, and (c) an indication if this activity was new in 2006. If you wish
to provide details beyond these paragraphs, please do so in Appendix 1.

Activity #1

a) Title: Ind.-Acad. Interaction for Green Chem.

A tri-section neeting funded by an | nnovative
Projects Grant fromthe ACS LSAC conprised the

Kent ucky Lake, Menphis, and Nashville sections.

Di stingui shed nenbers of the acadenic and industri al
comuni ti es nade presentati ons and conducted a panel
di scussi on about green chemi stry in which current
concerns were addressed. The neeting was held in
conjunction with the Annual Area College Chemistry
Meeting where students presented research papers.
This meeting suppl emented previ ous and on- goi ng
green

chem stry KLS activities (i.e. G ass Roots Network

Descripti_on_ for Greener Chenistry Education).
(Please limit to

b) one paragraph):

c) [« This activity was new in 2006

Activity #2
a) Title NCW Chemistry Demonstrations
A continuing annual event of the KLS is the
gathering of students to denonstrate their activities
during National Chem stry Week. This event is
organi zed
and hosted by SAACS. Faculty, students, and
guests fromnost of the area's coll eges and
universities attended a fun filled evening of
o spectacul ar presentations after dinner and wel cone at
Descrlptl_on_ UT Martin.
(Please limit

b) to one paragraph):

¢) [ This activity was new in 2006
Activity #3
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a) Title High School Chemistry Teacher Award

Foll owi ng a 20+ year tradition, a H S. chem stry
teacher award was given. The award, naned for
Howar d

Hyuck who provided initial funding, is given to a
teacher who has denonstrated excellence in teaching
chemi stry as evidenced by both peer review and the
performance of their students. A plaque is

present ed
to the recipient as well as $150. The nonetary
amount is up $50 from 2005 and will increase to $200
in 2007 and $250 in 2008. This effort is part of
our
initiative to help spark interest in chemstry at
t he
o hi gh school |evel by rewarding the hard work of the
Description t eachers.

(Please limit
b) to one paragraph):

c) [ This activity was new in 2006

Activity #4
a) Title: Annual Picnic/Social
In August, as in many years past, a picnic was held
on Kentucky Lake. It serves as a beginning social
event for the new academ c year and provides a
rel axi ng at nosphere for interaction between
academ cs, industry and students. Three of the
section nmenbers give a day of their time preparing
the grilled chicken. After the evening neal,
announcenents of the remaining neetings and ot her
business is attended to. All attendees are
i ntroduced and everyone is wel cone to provide
i nput .
This setting was chosen to present a 50 year nenber
with his award from ACS and he provided a
o di scussi on
Description of his career that was very interesting.
(Please limit

b) to one paragraph):

c) [~ This activity was new in 2006
Activity #5
a) Title
Description
(Please limit
b) to one paragaph):
c) [ This activity was new in 2006
Activity #6
a) Title:

Description
(Please limit
b) to one paragraph ):

c) [ This activity was new in 2006
Activity #7
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a) Title:
Description:
(Please limit to
b) one paragraph):
c) [ This activity was new in 2006
Activity #8
a) Title:
Description:
(Please limit to
b) one paragraph):
c) [ This activity was new in 2006
Activity #9
a) Title:

Description:
(Please limit to
b) one paragraph):

c) [ This activity was new in 2006
Activity #10
a) Title:

Description:
(Please limit to
b) one paragraph):

c) [ This activity was new in 2006

B. Summary - Overall Section Activities

Please summarize in 1,000 words or less, the activities of the section in 2006 which have not been already described.
Outstanding events should be described in some detail and appropriate attachments included in Appendix 3.
Programs described here may be featured in publications produced by the ACS Membership Division and/or at the
Local Section Leadership Conferences.

C. Local Section and Chair Goals

2006 Goal Attainment. The Local Section Activities Committee strongly encourages local section planning. As a
result, the 2006 local section annual report should follow-up on the attainment of goals. Please list the goals you
1. set at the beginning of your term for your section and yourself, and report on the attainment of the goals.

a) Local Section Goals and Assessment:

See section b, "2006 Chair's Coals and Assessnent”

b) 2006 Chair's Goals and Assessment:
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I. Increased Diversity in Mnthly Meetings

Ei ght nmeetings were held in 2006. These were

| ocat ed

in 4 different towns and on Kentucky Lake. Two of
the neetings were held on university canpuses
Wil e

t he absol ute nunber of attendees increased from an
average of 14 to 22, it is difficult to determ ne
t he

contribution of different factors to the growh.
However, the varied |ocations and topics were
unboubtedly a contributor. Mre inportantly, nore
vari ed audi ences were thought to attend due to the
wi de range of | ocations provided.

To provide diversity in topics, three ACS speakers
(one had to decline for health reasons) were
utilized. Also, two local university presenters
(one

mat h and one chemistry) were utilized. Finally, a
tri-section neeting was held as an "I ndustry-Acadene
Interaction for Geen Chemistry. The latter was
supported by a | ocal section innovative projects
grant.

I'l. Increased Chem stry Awareness Through Media
Cover age

As nentioned in the goals section in the 2005
report,

the 2007 chair has been very active in public

awar eness by advertising through |ocal nedia
(newspaper, etc.). Also, the website has been
updated regularly and in real tine for all up-com ng
events and news of the section. See the website at
mur r ayst at e. edu/ gacd/ cos/ che/ acs/ kl s_acs. htm

Wiile it is difficult to quantify the anount of
public interest generated, it is certain that it was
positive. A certain portion of the growh of the
audi ece size at neetings nust owe to the enthusiasm
of the current local section officials, the factors
above being a direct result of this el enent.

I'1l. Increased Appropriations and Qutreach for
Student Activities

Anot her successful neeting was held in conjunction
with National Chemi stry Wek. Student chenica
denonstrations are always a crowd pleaser. A large
nunber of students attended as well as a large
general follow ng.

Student neal s were subsidized at 50% at all neetings
and travel was provided for alnost all students.

Addi ti onal Goa

One of the goals not specifically listed in the 2005
report but ever present in the section was to

i ncrease industrial participation. As 2006 ended
the Chair, chair-elect and past chair were al
industrial chenmists. This is probably the first

time

this has been the case in the KLS section. It opens
the door for industrial participation as planning
for

all up-comng neeting, activities and events is
performed by industrial personnel. The industria

nmenbers are well represented in the governance of
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t he
group

2007 Goals. (This section should be completed by the 2006 local section chair.) Please list below at least three
2. goals that you and your local section plan to accomplish during your term as local section chair.

a) 2007 Local Section Goals (Include at least three goals):

1. I ncreased participation by under represented
sectors of our nmenbership : (1) high school
chem stry

teachers, (2) Community college and m nority school
professors, (3) Industrial chem sts.

First, our section includes 22 counties in Illinois,
Kent ucky, and Tennessee. Many of these have nore

t han

one high school. However, no high school teachers
attend our |ocal section neetings. Nunerous steps
will be taken to encourage participation by these
educators who give the majority of tonorrow s

chem sts

their first introduction to the science

Ef forts are being nmade to nake our neetings nore
attractive to high school chenistry teachers by
lowering their cost for meals at our neetings to 50%
of the nenber price (our student affiliates pay this
reduced rate already). Teachers will also receive a
personal notification and invitation to neetings
when

one is scheduled in locations near their high

school

W may al so send thema "tip sheet" that enphasizes
the benefits of attending our L.S. meetings such as
access to coordinators of the Chemistry d ynpiad and
NCW activities, a chance to neet key industria
personnel for plant tours or job shadowi ng, and an
opportunity to talk to coll ege professors about the
best ways to prepare students for coll ege studies.
W will continue to recognize an outstandi ng high
school chenmistry teacher each year. Efforts will be
taken to raise awareness of this recognition by
press

rel eases and correspondence directly to area high
school s.

Secondly, there are two community colleges in
Tennessee and one in Kentucky w thin our section

One

faculty menber from West Kentucky Conmunity and
Techni cal College has faithfully attended our
neet i ngs

for many years in spite of the distance required for
travel by the faculty to many of our neetings
Jackson State Community Col | ege has been represented
recently by an adjunct professor and sone of his
students. However Dyersburg State Conmunity Col | ege
has not been represented in any formin recent

hi story. Lane College, a four-year, accredited
historically black college also is under

repr esent ed

one professor attended one neeting within the | ast

few

years.

Qur goal is to encourage increased participation by
nore faculty nmenbers fromthese schools. It is
hoped

that a nenber w de survey and better conmunication
through news letters and neeting announcenents will
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help. Direct contact by email or phone calls will
al so be considered as a nmeans of meking these
reluctant nenbers feel nore wel cone.

Third, nmany of our nmenbers work in industry but few
attend neetings. It has been verified that these
nmenbers will contribute to |local section activities
and governance as our past-chair, chair, and chair-
elect are all industrial nenbers. But, they are
often

the only industrial nmenbers at our neetings. Again,
t he menber survey nmay spark interest by sone

i ndustrial menbers and if response is high we nmay

| earn what activities will draw this sector of our
nmenbership to future neetings. Four of our eight
neetings will have speakers di scussing topics that
appeal to a general audience. W hope this wll

have

nore appeal to industrial nenbers.

2. Vari ety!

Meeting |locations will be rotated between five
cities

from across the geography of our section. Three
neetings will be in the southern third of our
section,

two in the northern third of our section and three
near the geographical center

Meeting topics and activities are planned to appeal

to
many different interests. One neeting will host a
| ocal industrial speaker, two nmeetings will include

hi ghly technical presentations, two neetings wll
showcase issues of current interest (forensics and
Desert Storm), and one neeting will show a hunorous
side of chenmistry to entertain young and old alike
W will also have a section picnic, NCW student
denonstrations and an opportunity to participate in
a

mul ti-local section tour of Cak Ri dge Nationa
Laboratory.

3. Sponsor activities to include non-nenbers:
Chemi stry O ynpiad, NCW Earth Day and at |east
one "Chemistry Café" event.

b) 2007 Chair's Goals:

1. | mproved conmuni cation with nmenbers

| hope to resurrect the practice of mailing a

newsl etter to every nenber prior to each of our 8 or
9

nonthly nmeetings. In recent years neeting
announcenents were sent, but little information was
provi ded about other activities fromour section. |
hope to keep nmenmbers who may only attend one or two
neetings a year informed about activities they have
nm ssed as well as to informour nore active nmenbers
about the actions of the executive conmittee. The
newsl etter has contact information for our executive
commi ttee menbers neking us nore accessible for
menbers to share concerns and suggestions. | hope
t he

newsl etter projects the inage of a very active
organi zation which always attracts nore

partici pation

than a stagnate organization

The Newsletter also lists the |ocations of our
section
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web site and our counselor's web site as an
addi ti onal

resource for menbers to | earn nore about the

Kent ucky

Lake | ocal section.

We will also send nenbers a survey with our February
newsl etter seeking feedback about how they will be
better served. | hope this formof two-way

comuni cation will inprove the casual attitude some
menbers have towards the benefits offered by |oca
section participation.

2. Press rel eases

As Chair-Elect | began the practice of sending press
rel eases to local papers in the county of our

nmeeti ng

| ocation and the regional paper that covered that
area. Sonetines notices were published sonetines

t hey

were not. | hope to continue this practice. It may
not contribute to nmeeting attendance but | believe
it

wi Il increase public awareness of our presence,
positive influence, and activities and the role of
chem stry in everyday life.

3. Comi ttees
Expand the use of committees to increase the
ef fectiveness serving our nenbers as well as

i nvol vi ng

nore nenbers in section governance. Last year we
had

an active Awards conmittee and Nomi nations

conmi ttee.

| hope to find nenbers willing to participate in
t hese

commttees as well as Menbership, Prograns,
Publicity,

and Wonen Chenists conmttees. Three of these five
are required by our by-laws. The committees will

probably be conposed of 2 or 3 nmenbers. | hope to
avoid duplicity in conmittee nenbers so efforts wll
be di spersed throughout active nmenbers. To maeke

t he

conmmttees nore effective, time will be schedul ed
during our social hour prior to nmonthly prograns
for

the conmittee's to neet. Committees will be
encouraged to provide updates on activities through
our newsletter or during the business portions of

our
nmont hly neetings. For key business itens
representatives will be invited to Executive
Committee

nmeetings (assum ng a nmenber of the Executive
Commi ttee

is not serving on that comittee.

4. I ndustrial tours

Thi s January our counsel or represented the Kentucky
Lake at a 6 section joint tour of Oak Ri dge Nationa
Laboratory. This was coordi nated by the Chair-El ect

of the Chattanooga Section. | hope to encourage and
assi st our 2007 Chair-El ect and our Prograns
Committee

to identify and schedul e at | east one | oca

i ndustria

tour for 2008.
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5. West Tennessee Science Fair

To devel op a Kentucky Lake Section chemistry award
for

t he West Tennessee Regional Science Fair and to send
a

section representative to serve as judge for this
awar d.

D. Suggestions/Concerns

List any suggestions you have for the Local Section Activities Committee (LSAC). How can LSAC specifically help
your section?

1. The ratio of nmenbers to active nenbers to
wor ki ng menbers:

Approxi mately 15% of our menbership is active in
section activities. Less than 10 or so serve in

some
capacity greater than attending nmeetings. | hope
t he

use of the survey, newsletter, and expanded
comittee

systemwi || increase these nunbers. However the

| arge

geography (approx 150 x 100 miles) will limt this

effort to those who have the fewest obligations to
fam |y and work. A nore accurate profile of
participating nenbers mght be acquired if we

tracked

i ndi vi dual nenber attendance rather than just
counting

nunbers. This is sonmething that mght be supported
by

a nenbership committee

2. Qur section depends heavily on one or two
very

dedi cat ed nenbers. I am concerned that one day
t hese

menbers may retire or otherw se decide to | ower
their

activity level. | would like to see themreceive
nor e

support from other areas of our section in

adm ni strating activities such as Earth Day,
Nat i onal

Chemi stry Week, and the Chemistry A ynpiad. This
type

of assistance woul d provide a beneficia

di stribution

of effort as well as form a pseudo-succession plan
to

provi de continual support of these activities into
t he

di stant future.
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