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Younger Chemists Celebrate Summer
By Joel Kern and Buford Lemon

Greetings, and welcome to the beautiful summer of 2005! This year, as
always, brings sweet, sweet respite from the long Michigan winter

along with something new—YCC events! We hope you were able to join
us on at least one of our recent outings.

A social/grub gathering at Oscar’s in Midland on May 12 brought YCC
members together, many for the first time, with chatting and much discus-
sion of younger chemists’ roles in industry and academia. An added bonus
was the presence of a large number of more experienced chemists and
leaders from Dow who happened to be in attendance at two other strategi-
cally timed events (your chair-elect’s (Buford’s) birthday celebration and a
large group meeting).

Next up was our evening (now becoming a recurring theme) at Moun-
tain Town Station in Mt. Pleasant on June 30, where YCC members from
Dow, Dow Corning, and CMU gathered to trade stories and network. Hold-
ing meetings here serves to draw Midland folks out of their warm, cozy
confines and network across the various parts of our Section—an activity
sorely needed and often difficult to achieve. Please make it a point to try
to attend one of our gatherings held outside of Midland—you’ll surely
meet some great people, learn a lot, and be glad you did!

We’d love to see you at our August outings. First, we’ll be floating
down the river on Friday, August 5, at the Chippewa River Outfitters at
noon on Lincoln Rd. in Mt. Pleasant. You can reserve a canoe, kayak, or
inner tube by e-mailing Joel Kern at jmkern@dow.com.

Next, we’re going out to the ballpark! Join us on Thursday, August 25,
at 7 p.m. to watch the Lansing Lugnuts do their thing! While the July 15
deadline will have passed by the time you read this, I’m sure you’ll be able
to sweet-talk Wendy Flory (past YCC chair) or Joel into getting you in (e-
mail Wendy at wcflory@dow.com and plan to have $$ to her by August
11). There’s nothing quite like discussing molecular orbitals while count-
ing strikes and balls, let me tell you.

Finally, if you have any suggestions about new events in the future, or
how to improve the ones we’re currently holding, please e-mail and let us
hear what’s on your mind.

Buford (midland_acs_chair_elect@yahoo.com)
Joel (jmkern@dow.com)
Pat (pbsmith@dow.com)
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Call for Nominations

2005 Midland Section Awards
By Minghui Chai

Outstanding Achievement and Promotion of the Chemical Sciences
Each year the Midland Section honors an individual residing within the
Section’s geographical area who has demonstrated outstanding achieve-
ment and promotion of the chemical sciences. This award recognizes
dedication and service to the chemical profession. The recipient need not
be an ACS member. Nominations should include a biographical sketch,
list of pertinent publications, evidence of professional growth and in-
volvement, and letters of support from colleagues. Previous recipients are:

1976 Turner Alfrey, Jr. 1991 Thomas H. Lane
1977 Etcyl H. Blair 1992 Donald A. Tomalia
1978 David C. Young 1993 Dale J. Meier
1979 Vernon A. Stenger 1994 Philip T. Delassus
1980 Daniel R. Stull 1995 Duane B. Priddy
1981 Bob A. Howell 1996 Hans G. Elias
1982 Wendell L. Dilling 1997 Ludo K. Frevel
1983 Donald R. Weyenberg 1998 Patrick B. Smith
1984 Edwin P. Plueddemann 1999 David E. Henton
1985 Raymond P. Boyer 2000 Steven J. Martin
1986 Stanley P. Klesney 2001 Edwin C. Steiner
1987 Warren B. Crummett 2002 Thomas J. Delia
1988 A. Lee Smith 2003 Robert M. Nowak
1989 Do Ik Lee 2004 Herbert D. (Ted) Doan
1990 Joseph E. Dunbar
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Outstanding Service to the American Chemical Society
The Section sponsors an annual award to recognize outstanding service to
the Midland Section of the ACS. This award recognizes achievement in
the promotion of the goals of ACS. Nominees shall be members of the
Midland Section. Nominations should include a biographical sketch, a
history of service to the Midland Section, and supporting letters from fel-
low ACS members. Previous recipients are:
1989 David C. Young 1997 Thomas H. Lane
1990 Linneaus C. Dorman 1998 Vicky S. Cobb
1991 Donald R. Petersen 1999 Theodore E. Tabor
1992 Wendell L. Dilling 2000 Peter and Patricia Dreyfuss
1993 Bob A. Howell 2001 George W. Eastland, Jr.
1994 Eldon L. Graham 2002 Joan Sabourin
1995 Gretchen S. Kohl 2003 John Blizzard
1996 Fran K. Voci 2004 Steven Keinath

Outstanding Chemical Technician
The Section presents an annual Outstanding Chemical Technician Award
to an individual who has demonstrated an extremely high degree of pro-
fessionalism as a chemical technician. The ACS defines a chemical tech-
nician as a person whose training includes successful completion of a
two-year post-high school level chemistry curriculum leading to an Asso-
ciates Degree, or the equivalent course work in a Baccalaureate program,
or the equivalent knowledge gained by experience. The primary work of a
chemical technician is conducting experimentation and/or correlating in-
formation to help solve chemical problems and/or discover new chemical
knowledge. Criteria used to judge the award include job skills, safety,
teamwork, leadership, publications and presentations, reliability, commu-
nication skills, and additional professional and community activities.
Nominees must have worked for five years as a chemical technician.
Chemical technicians do not need to be a TECH Division Affiliate or ACS
member to be eligible for this award. Nominations should include a bio-
graphical sketch and supporting letters that address each of the criteria
above. Previous recipients are:
1997 Connie J. Murphy 2001 Gordon R. Roof
1998 David Stickles 2002 Cynthia J. Gould
1999 Ronald L. Good 2003 Robert D. Krystosek
2000 Kurt A. Bell 2004 Sharon Allen

Nominations for all three awards are invited. The deadline for receipt of
nominations and all supporting materials is September 2, 2005. Nomina-
tions should be sent to:
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In Past Issues of The Midland Chemist
By Wendell L. Dilling, Midland Section Historian

• 40 Years Ago This Month—The Annual Ladies’ Night Banquet will be
held September 29, 1965, at The Embers in Mt. Pleasant. Tickets are
$3.75 per plate. Charles H. Rutledge of duPont’s Textile Fibers Depart-
ment will speak on “Fibers, Fabrics, Females, and other Factors, If
Any.”

• 30 Years Ago This Month—Dr. Helmut Ringsdorf, professor of Organic
Chemistry at the University of Mainz, Federal Republic of Germany,
will teach a short course, “Synthetic Polymers in Biomedicine,” on
Monday through Thursday, September 8–11, 1975, 3:00 p.m. to 6:00
p.m., at Midland Macromolecular Institute.

• 20 Years Ago This Month—The Second Annual Authors’ Night will be
held Monday, September 30, 1985, at 7:30 p.m. at the Chemistry De-
partment, Brooks Science Hall, Central Michigan University in Mt.
Pleasant. Dr. Benjamin J. Luberoff, President, ConcepTeam, Inc. and
editor of CHEMTECH, will speak on “Creative Listening.” Also 20
poster papers on 1984 publications and patents will be shown by Mid-
land Section authors and inventors.

• 10 Years Ago This Month—The Midland Section was recently an-
nounced as the winner of an unprecedented fifth consecutive award for
outstanding performance. No local section in any size category has won
five consecutive awards previously.

Minghui Chai
Central Michigan University
Department of Chemistry
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48859

Fax 989-774-3883 or electronic nominations are also welcome. If you have
questions or need additional information, please contact Minghui at 989-
774-3955 or chai1m@cmich.edu. Nominators should provide their ad-
dress and phone number in case the committee needs to contact them.
The Awards Committee encourages all section members to nominate de-
serving colleagues and appreciates your efforts in helping these individu-
als receive recognition for their efforts. We look forward to hearing from
you!
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Important Dates on the ACS Midland Section Calendar

Aug 8 Midland Section board meeting, Saginaw Valley State University,
7:00 p.m., Science East, Room 222

Aug 15 Professionals Day, Midland County Fair, 4:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m.
(Rebecca Swanson, mmtg_chair@yahoo.com)

Aug 25 YCC at Lansing Lugnuts game, 7:00 p.m. (Wendy Flory,
wcflory@dow.com)

Sep 2 Deadline for award nominations (Minghui Chai, 989-774-3955 or
chai1m@cmich.edu)

Sep 12 Midland Section board meeting, Delta College Midland Center, 7:00
p.m., room number will be posted at the Center

Sep 12 Deadline for October issue of The Midland Chemist

Sep 16 Deadline for poster abstracts for the Fall Scientific Meeting

Oct 10 Midland Section board meeting, Delta College Midland Center, 7:00
p.m., room number will be posted at the Center

Oct 14 Fall Scientific Meeting, Dow Employee Development Center, more
information available later

Oct 15 Sci-Fest, Delta College, 10:30a.m.–2:30 p.m.


