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Organization: Eastern New York
Year: 2006

A. Activities

Please describe and rank up to ten of your section's activities during 2006. Provide (a) the title of the activity,
(b) a one paragraph description of the activity, and (c) an indication if this activity was new in 2006. If you wish
to provide details beyond these paragraphs, please do so in Appendix 1.

Activity #1
a) Title: Why Plastics? (TM)

The Why Pl asti cs?TM program was created and

devel oped by Dr. Yvonne Akpalu to prepare and
inspire

underrepresented mnorities (URM and economically
di sadvant aged students to pursue careers in the
physi cal sciences, engineering and technol ogy. The
U.S. Departnent of Education recognizes that |ack of
access to high-quality science education is a major
factor that limts the participation of URM and
econom cal |y di sadvantaged youths in hi gher

educati on

and in the science, engineering and technol ogy

wor kforce. Since its inception, about 100 pre-

col | ege

students (over 80 % are URM and econonical |y

di sadvant aged students) fromthe Capital District
and

around the U. S. have conpl eted the program and
interacted with Renssel aer Pol ytechnic Institute s
faculty, staff and students (graduate and

under graduate), and Eastern New York (ENY) American
Chemi cal Society (ACS) professionals fromindustry
and governnent. The ENY | ocal section obtained a
grant to conduct an educational programfor mnority
and economical |y di sadvantaged children. Fifteen
el enentary and middle school children fromthe Arbor
H Il area of Al bany participated in the week |ong
after-school program from October 23rd to Cctober
29th, 2007. They were acconpanied by three to five
vol unt eer chaperones fromthe | ocal conmmunity every
day. Each day began with a short interactive

| ecture, conmputer activities, and witten exercises
on the basics of plastics followed by a | aboratory
session where the children explored the properties
of

plastics like viscoelasticity, flow and el astic
properties by making foam sline, studying rubber
bands, and spinning nylon fiber. The final day s
program took place at the Ml eculariumin Troy, NY,

Description where the children received certificates and prizes.
(Please limit to

b) one paragraph):

c) [ This activity was new in 2006
Activity #2
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a) Title National Chemistry Week

Nati onal Chemi stry Wek was kicked off with a day

of denonstrations, hands-on experinents, a poster
contest and a chem stry magi ¢ show on Sunday Cctober
22nd 2006. The event took place in the New York
State Museum against the backdrop of the historic
New York State Capitol building. Mre than 500 area
residents and their children attended the day | ong
event and el even area coll eges and conpani es set up
booths. Local colleges that participated were
Hudson

Val l ey Community Col | ege, Renssel aer Pol ytechnic
Institute, Schenectady County Comunity Col | ege,

Si ena Col | ege, Skidnore Coll ege, Union College al ong
with CGE d obal Research, The Wadsworth Center, the
New York State Police Forensic Investigation Center
and the Society of Wnen Engi neers from Uni on

Col | ege. Hands-on experinents and denonstrations

i ncl uded generation of energy and light from solar
energy, colors in vegetables, how water is absorbed
in diapers, testing the pH of conmon househol d
itens,

nmaki ng i ce cream and constructing engi neered
structures from spaghetti and marshmal | ows. There
was

a poster contest for elenmentary and m ddl e school
children, based on the thene Your Hone Its Al
Built on Chemistry . The participants enjoyed a
chem stry nmagi c show of light, sound and col or based
on chemi stry and chenical reactions. The

nmagi ci ans

were Drs. JimCella and Dan Brunelle for CGE Research
Center. This event was organi zed by Dr. Yvonne

Akpal u

and several nmenbers and affiliate groups of the

o | ocal
Description secti on.

(Please limit
b) to one paragraph):

c) [ This activity was new in 2006
Activity #3

a) Title CareerNet

CareerNet is a commttee of the Eastern New York
ACS | ocal section devoted to hel pi ng nenbers advance
their careers and find | ocal enploynment w thin the
Chem cal and Cheni cal Engineering professions. As a
self hel p group, people give each other

encour agenent

and practical advice about resunes and cover
letters,

interview ng techniques and the | ocal job scene.
CareerNet has information about the wi de variety of
career services offer by the ACS nati onal

organi zation and by other institutions. The
committee

has support fromthe National ACS organization to
put

on prograns that include nock interview sessions and
sem nars reviewi ng job hunting techni ques and the

| ocal enpl oyment scene. Industrial nenbers
partici pate to provide guidance and help to those
who
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Description are either looking for a job or trying to advance
(Please limit their careers.
b) to one paragraph):

c) [ This activity was new in 2006
Activity #4

a) Title: Egbert Bacon Distinguished Service Award

The Egbert Bacon award is given in honor of and
naned after Dr. Egbert Bacon.who was the secretary
of

the local section for 62 years, the |longest in ACS
history. The purpose of the award is to recognize
di stingui shed service to the Eastern New York
Section, by an Eastern New York menber over a period
of years. It may be given to the wi dow or w dower
or

child(ren) ( as appropriate) of the person

recogni zed. The award consists of a plaque and

di nner

at the neeting when the award is presented. The
award was established in 1999 by the Eastern New
Yor k

ACS Executive Committee. The ENY ACS Section
Executive Conmittee presented the Egbert Bacon

Di stingui shed Service Award to M. Harry Garber in
recognition of his outstanding service to the
Eastern

New York Section over a period of many years. Harry
has served in a variety of roles within Eastern NY
section, and the section was pleased to be able to

Description honor his service
(Please limit

b) to one paragraph):

¢) [ This activity was new in 2006
Activity #5

a) Title The Undergraduate ACS Experience

A panel discussion was held on October 16, 2006.
Many ACS nenbers begin their interaction with the
soci ety as undergraduate Student Affiliates, and
several local colleges and universities have SAACS
chapters. The Union College Chem stry Cl ub has been
recogni zed as either a Commendabl e or an CQutstanding
Student Affiliates ACS (SAACS) Chapter in each of

t he

past twelve years, based on their outreach,

prof essional and social activities. Wat makes for
a

successful pre-professional club experience? Three
of ficers of the Union College Chemistry Cub --
Gordon Carlson 06 (now working at Bionmeasure,
Inc.),

Aaron Phillips 06 (now a graduate student at Tufts)
and Sarah Sparks 06 (now a graduate student at
Rutgers) -- presented an overview of their academ c-
year activities, and highlighted the foll ow ng:

(1) Qutreach to local elenentary schools.

(2) Seizing opportunities to interact with the ENY
ACS section: NCWparticipation, attending neetings
&

speed networking, and the Undergraduate Research
Synposi um hel d at Ski dnore Col | ege.
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(3) The ACS National Meeting froman undergraduate
perspective - or - how all that speed networking
Description pai d
(Please limit of f!
b) to one paragaph):

c) [ This activity was new in 2006
Activity #6

a) Title: Focus on Industrial Speakers

One of the major ongoing initiatives of the Eastern
New York Section is to involve nore industrial
menbers. The plan involved bringing in speakers
from

| ocal industries with topics that woul d be of
interest both to academi a and industrial nenbers.
Four of the eight neetings in 2006 invol ved speakers
representing local industries.

January, 2006 Dr. Vinny Sastri from Wnovia LLC
spoke about Plastics in Medical Devices

March 2006 Dr. Judith Stein fromthe GE G obal
Research Center spoke about Wy don t Barnacl es
stick to Silicones?

Cct ober 2006 Dr. Steven Bahr from Cyclics
Corporation, spoke on Cyclic Thernoplastics
Chemistry and Commerci al Applications .

Novenber 2006 John Pi etrangel o, Registered Patent
Agent, Heslin Rothenberg Farley & Mesiti P.C, spoke
about It Works, but what will it take to Patent
it? - An overview of the patenting process with a
di scussi on of changes proposed by the U S. Patent
Ofice.

Attendance for these neeting did indeed bring in a
wi de cross-section of nmenbers many of whom had not
attended a neeting in years. Average neeting
attendance for these was about 35 people. W plan
to

Description continue this very successful meeting format.

(Please limit
b) to one paragraph ):

c) [+ This activity was new in 2006
Activity #7

a) Title: Undergraduate Symposium

Students fromthe | ocal area colleges gave
presentations or had posters on their

under gr aduat e/

sunmer research. The event was held at Skidnore
Col | ege on March 4, 2006. Dr. Steve Frey organi zed

Description: the event. About 40 students and mermbers attended.
(Please limit to

b) one paragraph):

c) [ This activity was new in 2006
Activity #8
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a) Title: 50-Year Members Recognition

Seven nenbers were awarded their 50 ear
certificates at an awards and appreci ation di nner,
hel d at Skidrmore College on My 17th , 2006. The
Eastern New York Section was proud to honor the
foll owi ng 50-year nenbers: Ms Therese Ast, M.

Mar yde

King, Dr. James Bennett, Dr. Howard Littman, Dr.

o Joseph Bevak, Dr. WlliamWullo and Dr. Charles
Description: Vi ck.

(Please limit to
b) one paragraph):

c) [ This activity was new in 2006
Activity #9

a) Title: Speed Networking

Speed networking is a way to neet new col |l eagues at
neetings in an informal setting. Each person is
instructed to speak with another neeting attendee
for

5 minutes. After 5 minutes, the | eader blows a

whi stl e, and each person | ooks for soneone else to
talk to. This gives everyone a chance to neet nore
peopl e, and allows for increased and potentially

i mproved networking. Attendees were asked to find
soneone they do not knowto talk to for 10 mi nutes
per round for five rounds. The idea was essentially
simlar to "speed dating" in which a person is
forced, by the set-up of the event, to neet

and interact with people they nmight not otherw se
interact with. In the case of the Eastern NY

Secti on,

we often had students, faculty and industria
nmenber s

attendi ng neetings. But commonly, each group woul d
only interact with the people they knew thus limting
t he networking opportunities. Additionally, any new
menbers woul d not generally neet that nmany ot her
nenbers through shyness or sinmply |ack of
opportunity. This even was held in lieu of a speaker
for the October ENY |ocal section neeting. The Speed
Net wor ki ng was tined to 10 mnutes for each round
foll omed by exchange of business cards. And there
were 5 rounds during the Cctober neeting. The Speed
Net wor ki ng was a phenonenal success, such that one
or

two rounds have been instituted as part of the
general networking time preceding all nonthly

Description: neet i ngs.

(Please limit to
b) one paragraph):

¢) [ This activity was new in 2006
Activity #10
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a) Title: March Meeting at the Brew Pub

The neeting was an opportunity to socialize and

net wor k anongst |ocal section nenbers. A tour of
the

brewery was given to the nmenbers by the brew naster
i ncludi ng a crash course on the chenistry of beer
maki ng. About 35 nmenbers came out for an eveni ng of
fun and socializing. The Evans famly was in the
commer ci al brewi ng business for three generations.
The original brewery was built in Hudson, NY in 1786
and continued production until prohibition in 1920.
Its award-wi nning al es were known throughout the
Nort heast and were even exported to England and
France. Production |evels peaked in 1915 when 65, 000
barrel s of beer were produced. The brewery bottled
its own beer in Hudson at one of the country s
earliest bottling facilities (1889). They later
expanded and bottled beer at a plant in New York
City. The famly al so produced nuch of their own
nmal t

at the Hudson facility. Neil Evans revives this
rich

heritage here at The Al bany Punp Station. Surviving
C.H Evans Brew ng Conpany nenorabilia, including

pi ctures of the old plant, can be seen in the
restaurant. Pictures of the Punp Station as it

o appeared at the turn of the century are al so
Description: di spl ayed.
(Please limit to
b) one paragraph):

c) [ This activity was new in 2006

B. Summary - Overall Section Activities

Please summarize in 1,000 words or less, the activities of the section in 2006 which have not been already described.
Outstanding events should be described in some detail and appropriate attachments included in Appendix 3.
Programs described here may be featured in publications produced by the ACS Membership Division and/or at the
Local Section Leadership Conferences.

The major activities of the section were the
Nati onal Chemi stry Week and the Wiy Plastics
program Local section nmeetings continue to
attract

a diverse nenbership and | ocal section neeting
att endance has gone up.

C. Local Section and Chair Goals

2006 Goal Attainment. The Local Section Activities Committee strongly encourages local section planning. As a
result, the 2006 local section annual report should follow-up on the attainment of goals. Please list the goals you
1. set at the beginning of your term for your section and yourself, and report on the attainment of the goals.
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a) Local Section Goals and Assessment:

Meet ng attendance has gone up in the second hal f
of

the year. The National Chenmistry week was a big
success. W continue to find way in trying to

i nvol ve nmore menbers.

b) 2006 Chair's Goals and Assessment:

1. Due to the md-year change of the Cair the
Newsl etter was not a nmjor focus.

2. Wbsite was rejuvenated using ACS tenpl ates and
a

new webnast er.

3. New section awards not given

2007 Goals. (This section should be completed by the 2006 local section chair.) Please list below at least three
2. goals that you and your local section plan to accomplish during your term as local section chair.

a) 2007 Local Section Goals (Include at least three goals):

1. Continue to involve industrail menbers in |ocal
meeting with local industrial speakers and topics
of

broad interest

2. Publish a quarterly newsletter

3. Media and community outreach and education

b) 2007 Chair's Goals:

1. Reactivate newsletter

2. Continue to increase neeting attendance and
nenber invol venent

3. Menbership survey to better understand nenber

needs

4. Proactive and planned events to | oca
conmuni ty,

school s and i nproved comuni cation to the |oca
nedi a.

D. Suggestions/Concerns

List any suggestions you have for the Local Section Activities Committee (LSAC). How can LSAC specifically help
your section?
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